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An Expert Guide To The Labrador Retriever: Best Dog Ever! 

By Beth Fletcher 

Labrador Retriever 

The Labrador Retriever, or just "Lab" as it is commonly referred, is a member of 

the Sporting Group and is America's most popular dog. As a lovable companion or 

a working dog in the field, this versatile breed adapts to many different 

environments and has been delighting dog owners since the 1800s. Their docile 

nature makes them perfect for companionship and they are commonly used as 

service dogs for this reason. 

 

History 

 

The earliest known ancestor of the Labrador Retriever was called the St. John's 

water dog, brought over to Newfoundland, Canada from England by fishermen in 

the early 1800s. These dogs needed to be agile swimmers to retrieve items from the 

sea and be great hunting companions while on land. 

 

Two different variations of the St. John's water dog would begin appearing shortly 

after settling in Canada. One variation of this breeding would be a larger dog with 

long hair used by working class for hauling and fishing, while the other would be 

the Labrador Retriever we know today with its short hair and smaller body. 

 

The Labrador Retriever would be brought back over to England in the 19th century 

where their loving temperament and prowess in hunting waterfowl made them 

extremely popular to upper class Englishmen. 

 



It is unclear how the breed became known as the "Labrador Retriever", but the 

earliest written account of the name was used by the Earl of Malmesbury in a letter 

dating back to 1887, referring to his dogs as such. 

 

The United Kingdom Kennel Club officially recognized the Labrador Retriever in 

1903, while the United States Kennel Club recognized the breed in 1917. The first 

recognized yellow Labrador Retriever was documented in 1899, while the first 

chocolate Labrador was not officially recognized until the 20th century. 

 

Description 

 

There are significant differences between the United States and the United 

Kingdom standards of the Labrador Retriever. The following is derived from the 

AKC standard: 

 

Coat: Their coats are usually short and water-repellant, coming in three different 

shades: black, yellow, and chocolate. These shades of colors may vary, but cannot 

mix. 

 

Head: The head should be broad but balanced.The eyes must be a brown color 

(some shades of hazel are acceptable) with black eye rims and set well apart from 

each other. The nose must be completely black or chocolate and not faded. 

 

Body: An even but powerful body that only slightly exceeds the length of its tail. 

The tail should be larger at the base and coming down into an otter tail. They are a 

medium to large sized breed, weighing from 55-80 lbs. 

 



Defects: 

If the dog is short by ½ inch or taller than ½ inch standard size. 

If the dog has a pink nose or faded black nose. 

Eye rims must be black. 

The dog cannot have a docked tail or a tail that has been altered in any way. 

The dog must be yellow, black, or chocolate colored. All other colors will be 

disqualified. 

 

There are two different body types of Labrador Retrievers: 

 

Show Labradors: tend to have stockier and shorter bodies. Their bodies are more 

common to the "ideal" Labrador description and are often used in shows. 

 

Field Labradors: are lankier, with taller and leaner-looking bodies. Their bodies are 

more ideal for hunting companions and are commonly used in field trials. 

 

Temperament 

 

The Labrador Retriever is frequently described as having a loving, loyal, and 

gentle nature. They are also intelligent, eager to please, which makes training them 

fairly easy. They do not usually express territorial behavior and will greet all 

strangers with enthusiasm, making them better companions than guard dogs. Their 

cheerfulness and friendly nature is often extended to people and other animals. 

 



These traits make them not only the perfect breed for families, but also police 

work, therapy dogs, and search and rescue teams. They can be rambunctious at a 

young age, but slowly mature around three years of age. 

 

Care 

 

If properly cared for, Labrador Retrievers can be a fantastic companion for every 

age and circumstance. 

 

Grooming: Their fur only needs a quick brush regularly and they do not need to be 

bathed often. 

Living Situation: They are better suited for house living, but can do well in an 

apartment if properly exercised. 

Exercise: The Labrador should get daily exercise of at least 30 minutes. 

Approximate Lifespan: 10-12 years 

Common Health Problems: The breed is susceptible to hip and elbow dysplasia. 

Deafness occurring later in life is also commonly reported. 

The Rundown: The Labrador Retriever's endearing traits, adaptable living 

situation, healthy disposition, and easy care requirements make this breed a great 

choice for any moderately-active dog owner. 

 

Hi Beth here! Read more about the lovely Labrador HERE 

[http://alldogsstuff.com/instant-expert-labradors-are-awesome-the-best-dog-ever] 

and check out our site for all your dog supplies [http://alldogsstuff.com] 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/expert/Beth_Fletcher/487773 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/9039137 



Top Five Tips on Labrador Retriever Training 

By G. Peters 

 

Despite their large adult size, Labrador retrievers have always been one of the most 

preferred family dogs. This is probably because of the fact that Labrador retrievers 

are naturally playful and friendly. It is important to remember however that 

training is crucial in order to have the best experience with your pet. Here are some 

important tips on Labrador retriever training. 

 

Train as a Puppy 

 

As with every other dog breed, Labrador retriever training should begin at an early 

age. Common sense would tell any dog owner that untrained adult dogs normally 

can't be weaned away from their acquired and uncontrolled habits. Starting your 

Labrador retriever training early means that you have the benefit of training a still 

impressionable puppy. One other reason why you should start training early is 

because Labrador retrievers grow really big and heavy. Their large adult size 

makes it more difficult to control them. 

 

Socialize 

 

Like most other dogs, Labradors need to be socialized. Socialization as part of your 

Labrador retriever training program will help your dog get used to other animals 

and humans. You can start socializing a young Labrador by taking it for walks and 

trips to moderately populated areas. You could also take your pet to parks where it 

can be exposed to different sights and sounds. Don't forget though that you should 

never leave your Labrador alone during socialization so that you can easily come 

to its rescue during moments of anxiety. 



 

Use the Leash and Start with Basics 

 

Early Labrador retriever training should always involve leash training. An 

untrained adult Labrador may struggle against leashes. You can just imagine how 

potentially difficult that would be for you. Since Labradors grow big, a leash is 

your only way to control it outside if simple commands fail for some reason. While 

still young, get it used to the leash while you teach it the basic commands of sit, 

stay and come. 

 

One thing you shouldn't forget to do during Labrador retriever training is to be 

consistent. This means that you have to involve all the other family members in 

training your Lab. If you teach it not to do something and other family members 

allow the undesirable behavior, your Lab could become confused and forget its 

training. 

 

Play Regularly 

 

Labrador retrievers are naturally energetic so you would need to channel its energy 

to prevent it from engaging in undesirable behavior. The best way to do this is 

through play and exercise. Labrador retrievers are called such because they love to 

retrieve so games of fetch should be part of your Labrador retriever training. Other 

active forms of diversion such as regular walks and outdoor trips may also work 

well for your dog. 

 

Practice Being Positive 

 



Never use punishment as part of your Labrador retriever training. You should 

instead employ positive reinforcement. In this method, you use a great deal of 

praises and occasional treats whenever your dog does something desirable. You 

should know though that the immediate rewards are important for positive 

behaviors to be reinforced. 

 

Learn how you can train your dalmatian dog 

[http://dalmatian.shanghaidog.com/sitemap.php] or your labrador retriever dog 

[http://labrador-retriever.shanghaidog.com/sitemap.php] now! Visit Shanghai Dog 

[http://www.shanghaidog.com] for even more dog training information. 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/expert/G._Peters/117149 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/716133 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How Do I Train My Labrador Retriever For Hunting? 

By Sean Green 

 

Aside from being wonderful companions, us Labradors also make excellent 

hunting dogs. When our breed was founded in Newfoundland, it was our special 

hunting characteristics that began to make Labradors so popular with hunters and 

fishermen alike. These traits that made us so effective for hunting were pursued by 

early Labrador Retriever breeders, and continue to be desirable breed traits with 

today's Labrador breeders. Us Labradors can make excellent hunting dogs, though 

it is recommended to give us a bit of training before taking us hunting. 

 

STEP 1 

 

Though this probably won't be difficult, the first thing to do when training your 

Labrador for use as a hunting dog is to get your dog used to the water! Most of us 

Labradors love anything having to do with the water, and won't require much 

encouragement to swim and thoroughly soak everything in sight. However, there 

are still some dogs that are a bit hesitant when encountering water for the first 

time. The best method is to have your dog approach the water slowly, giving them 

time to sniff at it and realize what it is. If necessary, you can go into the water 

yourself, which will help show your dog that they don't have to be afraid of the 

water. 

 

Try throwing a toy a short distance into the water (floating toys work best for 

this!). If your dog immediately goes into the water to retrieve the toy, be sure to 

give them a treat and praise. 

 

STEP 2 



 

After this, you need to get your Labrador Retriever familiar with the scent of 

waterfowl. This can be accomplished by purchasing "waterfowl scent" at a hunting 

supply store. It's also advised to purchase a "decoy" at this time, since this will be 

your main training tool in teaching your Labrador how to hunt. Use the waterfowl 

scent to thoroughly saturate the decoy, so that your dog will be able to distinguish 

the source of the scent. The decoy is what will help you train your Labrador 

Retriever to find and retrieve fallen game. 

 

With the scented decoy, try playing "Fetch" with your dog. This can be done on 

land at first. Throw the decoy a short distance away, and praise your dog when 

they retrieve it. Most Labradors will naturally retrieve the decoy out of instinct, but 

don't forget to teach them to bring it back to you! Also, it's important not to 

encourage your Labrador Retriever to chew on the decoy, since this can result in 

them returning damaged game to you. 

 

STEP 3 

 

Now it's time to start training in the water! This is also done with the decoy, and 

requires a shallow body of water that does not have a strong current. A small pond 

works best for this exercise. Be sure that the waterfowl scent that you have 

purchased is water-resistant or waterproof, to prevent the scent from washing off of 

the decoy in the water. Attract your dog's attention, and then proceed to throw the 

decoy into the water (but still within sight). When your dog returns the decoy to 

you (which they should, if you have successfully trained them to retrieve the decoy 

on land), be sure to give them a lot of praise! Reinforcing this as "good" behavior 

is a very important step toward a successful hunting training for your Labrador. 

Try throwing the decoy farther out in the water, so that your dog has to swim a 

short distance to retrieve it. If they can accomplish this, give them a treat! 

 



These training steps may have to be repeated many times, before your dog has a 

100% retrieval ratio and always brings back the decoy unharmed. Some dogs may 

learn faster than others, especially dogs that have been specifically bred to 

highlight hunting traits. Certain Labrador Retriever breeders specialize in hunting 

dogs, and are highly skilled in producing the ideal Labradors for use in waterfowl 

hunting. 

 

Hunting with your dog can also be a great bonding experience, since we love any 

opportunity to spend time with you! Us Labradors are very loyal, and will do our 

best to fulfill your needs for an effective hunting dog. The best training program, 

with the highest success rate, is a training program that is implemented while we 

are still puppies. Early learning development raises the chances that we'll be able to 

easily adapt to training techniques. Don't forget to use positive reinforcement! Us 

Labradors only want to please you, and will excel at a training program that 

produces rewards from you. 

 

STEP 4 

 

After you've successfully trained your dog with retrieving a decoy, it's time to go 

hunting! It's important to take many precautions when taking your dog hunting, 

especially the first time. A gunshot can be a scary experience for your dog, so try 

to get them used to the sound of a gun before your hunting excursion. The best way 

to do this is to have your dog in an area a significant distance away from where 

you're practice shooting, though at a distance that they can still see you. As your 

dog becomes less afraid of the sound, try having them restrained at a safe distance 

slightly closer. Once they associate the sound of the gunshot with you, they'll be 

less inclined to be afraid of the noise. Don't forget that a dog's hearing is much 

more sensitive than a human's! Their hearing is very delicate, and it may be 

necessary to provide ear protection for your dog when shooting. 

 



The first hunting trip, try to limit it to only one retrieval. Remember, this is a 

learning experience for your dog, and some Labradors may require a bit of time to 

understand the association between the decoy training and a real hunting trip. It 

may take your dog several hunting trips to understand how to properly retrieve the 

game, but don't give up! Your dog wants to please you, and will eventually 

understand how to assist in hunting as long as you are patient. 

 

This article was brought to you by Sean Green, at Pet Care. For more information 

on Dog Pet Care please visit our website! 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/expert/Sean_Green/139758 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/3127535 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 Amazing Facts About Labrador Retrievers 

By Tim J. Williams 

 

Labrador retrievers are amazing dogs! Most people know that they are smart, loyal, 

dedicated, playful and kind of big dogs. Less people are aware that they came from 

Canada and they were great helpers for the fishermen as they would haul the 

fishing nets off of the freezing waters. They are known for being great in the water 

since they have water proof hair and webbed feet. This is all fairly standard and 

available information about the Lab however; there are some much rarer facts that 

are pretty amazing about the Lab such as: 

 

Labrador Retrievers enjoy holding objects in their mouths. They can carry an egg 

in their mouth without breaking it. 

Labrador Retrievers do not generally jump fences or dig under the fence to escape. 

The Labrador retriever usually has about seven to eight puppies in each litter. 

The Labrador is also known as the St. Johns Dog, St. Johns Newfoundland, and 

Lesser Newfoundland. 

Every Labrador retriever dreams about bananas. 

There is no purebred dog called a Golden Lab. Your dog is either a Golden 

Retriever or a Labrador retriever. 

Retrievers' pain tolerance is high -- more than that of many other dogs which 

makes them well-suited for police work, rescue work and hunting helpers. 

Not only do Labs have webbed feet which are perfect for swimming BUT they are 

the ONLY dog breed that does have webbed feet. 

There are two other colors of Labs; Silver and Charcoal. These two colors are not 

officially recognized by any kennel associations or by breed registers because 



experts have been unable to verify the source of these colorings and the pedigree of 

breeding. 

The first recorded Yellow Lab was born in 1899 and named "Ben of Hyde". Ben of 

Hyde's line continues today and can be traced to many modern lines of Yellow lab. 

As you can see there is so much to know and love about the Labrador retriever. 

This dog is one of a very rich history and potential owners should try to find out as 

much as possible about the Labrador retriever prior to buying one and calling it a 

house pet. There are numerous things that need to first be considered, especially 

such this as where you live, how much time that you have available, if you have or 

plan to have children, and if you can afford this kind of dog. There are vet bills to 

consider, as with all dogs but the Labrador retriever is a rather large dog so he can 

eat quite a bit too. 

 

As for the fact about Labs dreaming about bananas, hey...that is what we are told! 

 

Tim Williams is a labrador retriever enthusiast. He owns and maintains Labrador 

Retriever Answers, a resource for all labrador retriever lovers and where you can 

find more labrador retriever information and other great lab advice. 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/expert/Tim_J._Williams/436960 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/3054601 

 

 

 

 

 



Labrador Retrievers - The Most Family Friendly Pet 

By John P Jackson  

 

Labrador Retrievers are one of the most popular dog breeds to be kept as pets. 

They are known for their gentle and loving behaviour and all the information on 

Labrador Retrievers will reiterate the fact that they are a wonderfully calm dog. 

 

The Labrador Retriever has actually been around for numerous years and 

commenced their life as assistance dogs to the fishermen in Newfoundland. During 

the 1800's these dogs were relied on by the fishermen to help them retrieve the nets 

and also the fish. Labrador Retrievers have a distinct advantage over most other 

dog breeds when it comes to swimming in that they possess a water repellent coat. 

Most information on Labrador Retrievers explains how much these dogs adore the 

water and it is so true. 

 

Another 'job' that the Labrador Retriever excels at is retrieving waterfowl from the 

water for their master. The dogs are taught to be very careful when they take the 

waterfowl in their mouths because the hunters do not wish for them to be damaged. 

 

In the end people eventually began to recognize the Labrador Retriever as the 

perfect dog to have as a pet due to its wonderful personality and nature. 

 

Labrador Retrievers are available in 3 varying colours yellow, black and chocolate. 

It was during the year of 1899 that the initial yellow Labrador Retriever was born 

and christened Ben of Hyde. Ben's line is actually still observed in today's yellow 

Labrador Retrievers that are signed up with the breed club. 

 



Then suddenly during the 1940's brown Labradors appeared on the scene 

seemingly just coming from nowhere, there were comments made about how much 

their colour resembled the colour of chocolate and that is how this particular dog 

gained its name. 

 

There are 2 genes in Labrador Retrievers that determine the dog's colouring. The 

initial gene decides the actual colour, yellow, black or brown; the second gene is 

responsible for the pigmentation of the actual colouring of the dog's coat. It decides 

whether the Labrador Retriever should be light yellow or a rich dark brown colour. 

 

It does not matter which colour your Labrador is as they are all the same dog 

underneath their coat colouring. All the information on Labradors explains how 

wonderful these dogs truly are as members of the family, out of all the dog breeds 

available the faithful and loyal Labrador is the first in the queue for suitability. 

 

This article was written by John Jackson and has been contributed by 

http://www.greatdogsite.com For more information on the Labrador Retriever, 

please visit our page 

http://www.greatdogsite.com/breeds/details/Labrador_Retriever/ 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/expert/John_P_Jackson/301996 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/2593110 

 

 

 

 



The Difference Between English and American Labrador Retrievers 

By Tim J. Williams 

 

The Labrador Retriever is one of the most popular pet dogs in North America and 

in the UK. But not all labs are the same - there are different body types, different 

personalities, different colors and more. One of the most common divisions in 

kinds of labs is by breeding origin. These are generally referred to as English Lab 

Retrievers and American Lab Retrievers. 

 

While all labs are originally from North America, via their origins in the St. John's 

Dog, they've been bred in the UK for long enough that there are now some 

differences. English Labs have a solid coat, just like American dogs, and come in 

the same range of colors (chocolate, yellow, black, and sometimes dilute chocolate 

and black, or "silver"). But they're not really shaped the same, and they have slight 

differences in temperament. 

 

English Labrador Retrievers are more solidly built than their American cousins, 

with wide heads and muzzles, blocky bodies and a solid shape. They also have a 

more docile personality and are less excitable. These dogs have shorter bodies, too, 

and have been show and pet dogs longer. They're also called bench, conformation, 

or show labs. 

 

American Lab Retrievers are taller and usually more lightly built than English 

Labrador Retrievers. They're often called field Labradors or working labs. For 

much of their history, these dogs have been hunting animals. They have narrower 

heads and longer noses, as well as a more lively personality. They're just as 

friendly and easy going as an English lab, though. 

 



To make matters more confusing, both kinds of Labrador Retriever can be found 

all over the world. The term "English Labrador Retriever" just means that the dog's 

ancestors were from England. An American lab's ancestors came from North 

America. There's also an Australian line that's not common in the UK or US, but 

can be found in many places in Asia. 

 

The AKC and other registry organizations don't really differentiate between 

English Labs and other body types. Instead, they judge all labs by the same 

standards. A Labrador has to meet certain personality qualifications, and has to 

look a certain way to be considered "on type." Dogs shouldn't be thin and willowy 

like a Doberman, for instance. Whether the animal's ancestors came from one place 

or another doesn't really matter to the judges. 

 

So which kind of Lab Retriever will be best for you? It depends on what you want 

out of your dog. There are a few differences. An English Lab Retriever is generally 

more solidly built and more docile, while an American lab is more energetic and 

may be a better hunting animal. Both types are good family pets and eager to 

please. Just take the time to meet a few dogs, and see which ones you prefer. 

 

Tim Williams is a Labrador retriever enthusiast. He owns and maintains Labrador 

Retriever Answers, a resource for all Labrador retriever lovers and where you can 

find more great information on English Labrador retrievers and other essential lab 

advice. 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/expert/Tim_J._Williams/436960 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/4027535 
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